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Prayer of the Day

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in desperation to 
God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is 
the LORD among us or not?”—received a very positive answer.
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 

drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 

them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 

out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the 

LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said 
to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in 

your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of 
you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may

drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among 
us or not?”



Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16

 1Hear my teaching, | O my people;
  incline your ears to the words | of my mouth.

 2I will open my mouth | in a parable;
  I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times—

 3that which we have heard and known, and what our fore- | bears have told us,
  we will not hide | from their children.

 4We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power | of 
the LORD,
  and the wonderful works | God has done.

 12God worked marvels in the sight | of their ancestors,
  in the land of Egypt, in the | field of Zoan,

 13splitting open the sea and letting | them pass through;
  making the waters stand | up like walls;

 14leading them with a | cloud by day,
  and all the night with a | glow of fire;

 15splitting the rocks | in the wilderness
  and giving them drink as | from the deep;

 16bringing streams out | of a rock,
  making them flow down | like a river.



Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is 
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 

you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 

answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, 

‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of 

human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.

  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 

work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 

went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he 

did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 

ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did 
not change your minds and believe him.”
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Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray...
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need, saying “God, in your mercy,” and responding “hear our prayer.”

A brief silence.

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where 
the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that 
your love may be at work in us. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your 
creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of 
creation confesses you as Lord. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. 
Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, including racist attitudes that have 
discriminated and continue to divide parts of our society, change our minds and teach us to 
trust your grace-filled authority. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. 
Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, 
bullied or lonely. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with 
your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community (especially those 
who make phone calls out of care and concern, and send cards that uplift); make us into 
signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbours. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us — tax collectors and 
prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Reflection for Season of Creation from Archbishop Linda Nicholls (Anglican Church of 
Canada)…

As a settler Canadian, I am accustomed to the ready availability of fresh, clean water at any 
moment on any day. I have also lived in the Himalayas of India where the provision of water 
was unpredictable day to day, and what was available had to be boiled thoroughly first 
because it was not safe to drink. Like the Israelites in the desert, I readily grumbled and 
complained when it was not available. This became a lesson for me in the dangers of the 
privileges that I had enjoyed and took for granted in Canada. I became acutely aware that 
the lack of water was a daily reality for millions of people – and that clean water was even 
more scarce. I also became aware of those who profit from the bottling and selling of a 
resource that is a necessity of life and a gift of the Creator. 

The ongoing protection and sharing of clean water are part of our baptismal vocation to 
love neighbour as self and to “safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain
and renew the life of the earth.” Just as Moses followed God’s direction in order to offer 
water to the Israelites in the desert, we are called to partner with those protecting and 
sharing water. From joining the advocacy of Autumn Peltier, a young Indigenous water 
protector, to the relief efforts of the Red Cross to our daily habits to conserve and protect 
water in our community, we are called to share in the provision of God’s gift of water now 
and for future generations. 

Creator of all, stir in us the passion to share the living water of the gospel as we also protect

and share the waters of your creation to nourish all creatures. Amen. 
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